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Most hearings before the Tribunal are conducted in a hotel meeting room or conference centre located in 
the largest centre that is nearest to the subject of the appeal.  A site visit is not a normal part of the 
hearing process; rather, the Tribunal members that conduct the hearing (the Panel) learn about the site 
and the issues through the evidence and submissions of the parties.  

There are occasions, however, when the Tribunal may, on its own initiative or at the request of a party, 
schedule a site visit.   

The purpose of a site visit 

The purpose of a site visit is to provide the Panel with the opportunity to better understand the evidence, 
not to gather evidence.  A site visit is not to be used as a fact-finding expedition.  Examples of when a site 
visit may be appropriate include situations where the proximity of certain features on the site to each 
other or to neighbouring properties is an issue, or where an appreciation of the size or scope of an 
undertaking or natural feature is needed. 

The Panel’s observations during a site visit are not evidence.  Evidence will not be accepted during a site 
visit unless the Panel allows evidence to be presented, and the official recorder is present.  

How to request a site visit 

An application for a site visit must be made in accordance with Rule 18 [General Procedure].  It may be 
made either before the hearing takes place, or at the hearing.  In either case, the party must explain why 
a site visit will be beneficial. 

If a party makes the application before the hearing takes place, it should be made as early as possible 
because additional time in the hearing schedule may be required to accommodate the visit.  If the site 
visit will be on private property not owned by the party requesting the site visit, that party must ensure that 
the property owner consents to the site visit.  

An application for a site visit may also be made at the beginning of the hearing, or at any time during the 
hearing.   

Parties should be aware that an application for a site visit will not be granted in every case.  The Tribunal 
will consider the nature of the appeal, the distance between the site and the hearing location (i.e., 
whether it is feasible to attend the site), whether a site visit is required to in order to understand the 
evidence, and any other relevant factors.  In many cases, maps, photographs and a good description of 
the site by witnesses will provide a proper evidentiary basis upon which the Panel can make a decision 
on the appeal.   

Scheduling a site visit 

If an application for a site visit is granted, the Tribunal will set the date and time.  Prior to the site visit, the 
Panel will explain to the parties how the visit will proceed, and establish any conditions or limitations.  

Normally, the Panel will not conduct a site visit unless all parties and interveners are present, unless a 
party or intervener waives his or her right to attend.  

The Panel will either travel to the site in a separate vehicle, or will travel in one vehicle with all parties and 
interveners.   

http://www.ogat.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.ogat.gov.bc.ca/fileAppeal/rules.pdf#rule_18

